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IRON ORE LEVY — NATIONALS WA 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.22 pm]: The West Australian of 17 October 2018 contained 
a report that the former leader of the Nationals and former member for Pilbara will not return to politics. This is 
great news for the mining industry—not just the companies, but also the employees, the contractors and the 
hundreds of small service industries. Mr Grylls attempted to plunder the iron ore industry with his plan to chisel 
an extra $4.75 per tonne levy from the proceeds of around 78 per cent of the state’s iron ore production. In 
March 2017 the people of the Pilbara rejected the Grylls iron ore levy rip-off by tossing Mr Grylls out of his 
parliamentary seat and replacing him with an Australian Labor Party member. 

A significant reason for the collapse of trust in Mr Grylls was his insistence in multiple statements and speeches 
that the iron ore companies were paying only 25c per tonne into the Treasury. He never did and never would admit 
that all iron ore exporters pay a royalty of 7.5 per cent off the top. Western Australians, especially those who live 
or work in the Mining and Pastoral Region, know that mining companies well and truly pull their weight. They 
know that every additional impost by government upon miners and explorers threatens job opportunities and 
reduces the capacity of miners and explorers to extend the life of existing mines and find new mines. The people 
of the Pilbara correctly saw Brendon Grylls as a threat to jobs and investment. They were happy to receive, from 
the then Leader of the Opposition, assurances that an ALP Government would never support the Brendon Grylls 
iron ore levy rip-off. 

Despite the well-deserved defeat of their leader, the Nationals refused to learn the lesson, and their current leader 
in the other place continues to yearn for the day when the Nationals have the power to implement the Grylls plan. 
I call on the Nationals in this chamber to seize upon the good news that Mr Grylls will never return and use that 
opportunity to declare that they will never again threaten iron ore industry jobs and investment. Similarly, this 
would be an appropriate time for the state Treasurer to put his hand on his heart and promise that he will never 
again threaten gold industry jobs and gold industry investment. 
 


	IRON ORE LEVY — NATIONALS WA
	Statement


